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Introduction  
My goal in creating the Shades of Sound listening curriculum is to help piano 
students gain an interest in and a love and appreciation for great classical music. 
 
Aspiring pianists need to know the literature, hear the greats perform, and be 
inspired and excited by the great music that is available! Just as writers need to 
read, read, read, pianists need to listen! Through this fun curriculum, students will 
learn about the great composers and their works. Listening repertoire selected 
includes selections from the solo piano literature, as well as piano and orchestra 
literature, and orchestral works. 
 
My hope is that students can add just 5-10 minutes of listening per day to their 
normal practicing. Listening to great music will change their understanding of 
music and will vastly increase their music history knowledge. It will excite and 
inspire them, encourage further study and listening, give them new pieces to add 
to their own repertoire wish list, infuse more great music into their lives, homes 
and families, and will boost their musicianship and expression to the next level. 
 

Summer 
 
This volume of the series focuses on music for the summer season. With musical 
examples by composers from the baroque era through modern day, this book has 
a variety of styles and genres, including romantic overtures, piano rags, jazz opera 
arias, baroque orchestral works, piano fantasias, improvisations and barcarolles, light 
orchestral works, piano trios and more. Visit a musical world full of enchanted 
fairies, cotton fields, gorgeous sunsets, blazing heat and summer thunderstorms. I 
hope you enjoy this book! 
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How to Use This Book 
 

Read 
First read the background information about the piece. Each piece featured in this 
book includes the following information: piece title, composer name and dates, 
and interesting background information on that particular piece. There is also a 
section called “What to listen for” and a question or two to help encourage active 
listening and learning. I have also included the approximate time of each piece 
(according to the recordings I selected for the playlist). 
 

Listen 
Search for and pull up “The Playful Piano – Shades of Sound: 
Summer” playlist on YouTube (or scan this handy QR code!). All 
selections included in this book are in that list in the same order 
they appear here. I have chosen videos for each selection that 
are of good quality and will be inspirational and educational. 
 
As you listen, rate each piece by coloring in the stars. Five stars means “I loved this 
piece so much!” and one star means “I didn’t really care for this piece.” My hope is 
that students will find things to learn and appreciate about each selection, whether 
it becomes a favorite piece or not. 
 

Color 
As you listen to each piece, have fun coloring the accompanying coloring page! 
Jot down any notes or thoughts and answer the questions on the previous page. 
 

Create a Repertoire Wish List 
The “Repertoire Wish List” is a place for students to record pieces that they 
absolutely love and would love to learn someday! I hope that students will get 
excited about the rich variety of piano repertoire available and be inspired to learn 
some of the pieces they hear. 
 
 

Happy Listening! 

-Jennifer Boster 
ThePlayfulPiano.com 
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Repertoire Wish List 
Pieces I have heard and would LOVE to learn! 

Piece Title Composer 
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Summer Song 
Piece: Fantasy Pieces Op. 45: Summer Song 

Composer: Agathe Backer-Grondahl, 1847-1907, Norway 
O=ãáåìíÉë 
 
About the composer:=^Ö~íÜÉ=_~ÅâÉêJdêçåÇ~Üä=ï~ë=~=
kçêïÉÖá~å=ÅçãéçëÉêI=éá~åáëí=~åÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêK=eÉê=Ñ~ãáäó=ï~ë=ïÉ~äíÜó=
~åÇ=äçîÉÇ=~êí=~åÇ=ãìëáÅK=^í=çåÉ=éçáåí=ëÜÉ=ëíìÇáÉÇ=éá~åç=ïáíÜ=
cê~åò=iáëòíK=^Ö~íÜÉ=ÇÉÄìíÉÇ=~í=íÜÉ=~ÖÉ=çÑ=OS=ïáíÜ=bÇî~êÇ=dêáÉÖ=
ÅçåÇìÅíáåÖ=íÜÉ=mÜáäÜ~êãçåáÅ=pçÅáÉíóK=pÜÉ=ã~ÇÉ=ÅçåÅÉêí=íçìêë=áå=
íÜÉ=pÅ~åÇáå~îá~å=ÅçìåíêáÉë=~ë=ïÉää=~ë=áå=båÖä~åÇ=~åÇ=dÉêã~åóI=
ëéÉÅá~äáòáåÖ=áå=éÉêÑçêãáåÖ=ïçêâë=çÑ=`ÜçéáåI=_ÉÉíÜçîÉå=~åÇ=
pÅÜìã~ååK=pÜÉ=áë=ÄÉëí=âåçïå=~ë=~=ÅçãéçëÉê=çÑ=ëçåÖë=~åÇ=éá~åç=
éáÉÅÉëK=eÉê=éá~åç=éáÉÅÉë=~êÉ=ã~áåäó=äóêáÅ=éáÉÅÉë=ïáíÜ=ÇÉëÅêáéíáîÉ=
íáíäÉë=ïêáííÉå=áå=ëáãéäÉ=ëçåÖ=Ñçêã=Ó=ëáãáä~ê=íç=íÜÉ=äóêáÅ=éáÉÅÉë=çÑ=
ÜÉê=ÅçåíÉãéçê~êóI=bÇî~êÇ=dêáÉÖK=pÜÉ=ï~ë=~å=áåÑäìÉåíá~ä=~åÇ=
ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=éá~åç=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÇÉëéáíÉ=íÜÉ=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=áå=ÜÉê=ä~íÉê=óÉ~êë=ëÜÉ=
ïÉåí=~äãçëí=ÅçãéäÉíÉäó=ÇÉ~ÑK 
=
About the piece:=pìããÉê=pçåÖ=áë=~=äóêáÅ=éá~åç=éáÉÅÉ=ïêáííÉå=áå=SLU=íáãÉK=j~ìêáÅÉ=eáåëçå=
ÇÉëÅêáÄÉë=ÜÉê=éá~åç=ïçêâë=~ë=ëÜçïáåÖ=“~=ÑÉêíáäÉ=ãìëáÅ~ä=ãáåÇ=ÅçãÄáåÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ëâáääÑìä=íÉÅÜåáèìÉKÒ=
qÜáë=ëáãéäÉ=Äìí=ÄÉ~ìíáÑìä=êçã~åíáÅ=éáÉÅÉ=ÉîçâÉë=~=ÄÉ~ìíáÑìä=kçêïÉÖá~å=ëìããÉê=ëÅÉåÉK==
 
What to listen for:=iáëíÉå=Ñçê=~=ëáãéäÉI=äóêáÅ~ä=ãÉäçÇó=áå=íÜÉ=êáÖÜí=Ü~åÇK=qÜáë=ãÉäçÇó=áë=ä~íÉê=
éä~óÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=äÉÑí=Ü~åÇ=~åÇ=ÉãÄÉääáëÜÉÇ=ïáíÜ=~=ëáñíÉÉåíÜ=åçíÉ=ÅÜçêÇ=é~ííÉêå=áå=íÜÉ=êáÖÜí=Ü~åÇK=
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Backer-Grondahl – Summer Song 
 

Rate this piece: = =
=
   What I like about this piece:        How I would describe this piece:  
=
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The Four Seasons: Summer 
Piece: The Four Seasons, Concerto No. 2 in G Minor, 
Op. 8 RV 315 “Summer” 
Composer: Antonio Vivaldi, 1678-1741, Italy 
NN=ãáåìíÉë 
 
About the composer:=^åíçåáç=sáî~äÇá=ï~ë=~å=fí~äá~å=îáçäáåáëí=
~åÇ=ÅçãéçëÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=ä~íÉ=Ä~êçèìÉ=éÉêáçÇ=âåçïå=ÉëéÉÅá~ääó=Ñçê=Üáë=
áåëíêìãÉåí~ä=ãìëáÅI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=çîÉê=ÑáîÉ=ÜìåÇêÉÇ=ÅçåÅÉêíçëK=eÉ=
~äëç=ïêçíÉ=~äãçëí=ÑáÑíó=çéÉê~ëK=få=Üáë=Ç~ó=ÜÉ=ï~ë=âåçïå=~ë=íÜÉ=
“oÉÇ=mêáÉëíÒJ=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=çÑ=Üáë=êÉÇ=Ü~áê=~åÇ=íÜÉ=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=ÜÉ=ï~ë=~å=
çêÇ~áåÉÇ=éêáÉëíK 
=
About the piece:=têáííÉå=áå=NTOMI=qÜÉ=cçìê=pÉ~ëçåë=áë=
sáî~äÇáÛë=ãçëí=Ñ~ãçìë=ïçêâK=fí=áë=~=ëÉí=çÑ=Ñçìê=îáçäáå=ÅçåÅÉêíçëI=
É~ÅÜ=Ä~ëÉÇ=çå=çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Ñçìê=ëÉ~ëçåë=çÑ=íÜÉ=óÉ~êK=b~ÅÜ=ÅçåÅÉêíç=áë=
ÅçãéêáëÉÇ=çÑ=íÜêÉÉ=ãçîÉãÉåíëI=~åÇ=sáî~äÇá=éìÄäáëÜÉÇ=É~ÅÜ=
ãçîÉãÉåí=ïáíÜ=~=éçÉãK=qÜÉ=éçÉãë=éìÄäáëÜÉÇ=ïáíÜ=“pìããÉêÒ=~êÉ=
~ë=ÑçääçïëW=
=
^ääÉÖêç=åçå=ãçäíç=
=
råÇÉê=~=Ü~êÇ=pÉ~ëçåI=ÑáêÉÇ=ìé=Äó=íÜÉ=pìå=
i~åÖìáëÜÉë=ã~åI=ä~åÖìáëÜÉë=íÜÉ=ÑäçÅâ=~åÇ=
Äìêåë=íÜÉ=éáåÉ=
tÉ=ÜÉ~ê=íÜÉ=ÅìÅâççÛë=îçáÅÉX=
qÜÉå=ëïÉÉí=ëçåÖë=çÑ=íÜÉ=íìêíäÉÇçîÉ=~åÇ=
ÑáåÅÜ=~êÉ=ÜÉ~êÇK=
pçÑí=ÄêÉÉòÉë=ëíáê=íÜÉ=~áêI=Äìí=íÜêÉ~íÉåáåÖ=
qÜÉ=kçêíÜ=táåÇ=ëïÉÉéë=íÜÉã=ëìÇÇÉåäó=
~ëáÇÉK=
qÜÉ=ëÜÉéÜÉêÇ=íêÉãÄäÉëI=
cÉ~êáåÖ=îáçäÉåí=ëíçêãë=~åÇ=Üáë=Ñ~íÉK=

=
^Ç~Öáç=É=éá~åç=Ó=mêÉëíç=É=ÑçêíÉ=
=
qÜÉ=ÑÉ~ê=çÑ=äáÖÜíåáåÖ=~åÇ=ÑáÉêÅÉ=íÜìåÇÉê=
oçÄë=Üáë=íáêÉÇ=äáãÄë=çÑ=êÉëí=
^ë=Öå~íë=~åÇ=ÑäáÉë=Äìòò=Ñìêáçìëäó=~êçìåÇK=
=
mêÉëíç=
=
^ä~ëI=Üáë=ÑÉ~êë=ïÉêÉ=àìëíáÑáÉÇ=
qÜÉ=eÉ~îÉåë=íÜìåÇÉê=~åÇ=êç~ê=~åÇ=ïáíÜ=Ü~áä=
`ìí=íÜÉ=ÜÉ~Ç=çÑÑ=íÜÉ=ïÜÉ~í=~åÇ=Ç~ã~ÖÉ=íÜÉ=
Öê~áåK=
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Vivaldi – The Four Seasons: Summer 
 

What to listen for:=få=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=ãçîÉãÉåí=óçì=ïáää=ÜÉ~ê=Åçåíê~ëíáåÖ=ëÉÅíáçåë=Ó=~=ÜçíI=èìáÉí=
ëìããÉê=Ç~ó=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=kçêíÜ=táåÇ=ëìÇÇÉåäó=ëïÉÉéáåÖ=~Åêçëë=íÜÉ=ÑáÉäÇëI=êÉéêÉëÉåíÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=ëçäç=
îáçäáå=~åÇ=íÜÉå=íÜÉ=ïÜçäÉ=çêÅÜÉëíê~K=aìêáåÖ=íÜÉ=ëäçï=ëÉÅíáçåë=äáëíÉå=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ÄáêÇë=ëáåÖáåÖK=^ë=óçì=
äáëíÉå=íç=íÜÉ=ëÉÅçåÇ=ãçîÉãÉåíI=áã~ÖáåÉ=íÜÉ=íáêÉÇ=ëÜÉéÜÉêÇ=íêóáåÖ=íç=ëäÉÉé=~ë=ÜÉ=áë=êÉäÉåíäÉëëäó=
~ïçâÉå=Äó=Öå~íë=~åÇ=ÑäáÉë=ÄìòòáåÖ=Ñìêáçìëäó=~êçìåÇK=cáå~ääóI=áå=íÜÉ=íÜáêÇ=ãçîÉãÉåíI=íÜÉêÉ=áë=~=ÄáÖ=
ëíçêã=ïáíÜ=íÜìåÇÉêI=äáÖÜíåáåÖ=~åÇ=Ü~áäK=
 

Rate this piece: = =
=
   What I like about this piece:        How I would describe this piece:  
=
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